
 

 

April 29, 2020 

LifePoint Church friends and family, 

I pray that this note finds you enjoying the “rhythm of rest” and trust that is found in Christ alone. If 
you have been unable to join us online over the last couple of weeks and you would like to know 
more about this “rhythm of rest,” I encourage you to check out our recent message series, 
“Rediscover,” on our Web site, or YouTube channel. 

I am writing this letter to give you an update regarding COVID-19 (coronavirus) and decisions that 
have been made by LifePoint’s board and staff related to ongoing ministry here at LifePoint. 

As many of you are aware, on April 27, Governor Greg Abbott gave a press conference on behalf of 
the state of Texas that outlined the process for reopening Texas. In this press conference, Governor 
Abbott mentioned that many businesses and organizations would be allowed to begin the process 
of reopening at a diminished capacity under certain guidelines. Churches were included in this first 
phase of what is anticipated to be a three-phase approach. 

The headlines that the governor is allowing churches to reopen may leave some with the 
misperception that we can all immediately go back to “doing church” the way we were. However, 
this is not the case. The guidelines and expectations for the first phase of reopening make it very 
difficult for many churches our size to return to gathering as we were accustomed to pre-pandemic. 
Smaller churches may find it easier to navigate the guidelines, but larger churches with multiple 
services will find it more challenging. 

Presently, the guidelines still strongly encourage the at-risk population or anyone over the age of 65 
to continue to watch or participate in the service remotely. They have also recommended no 
children’s services or nursery (and if a church chose to have children’s services, the guidelines are 
understandably very restrictive to keep children and volunteers safe). 

In addition, according to the reopening guidelines and its social distancing requirements, we 
estimate that we would only be able to use our main auditorium at approximately 25-35% capacity 
per service. As you can imagine, if we were to try to combine adults and children in the main 
auditorium and practice safe social distancing requirements, we would exceed capacity many times 
over, even if we offered additional service times. 

 



 
Remember, the normal we left is not the normal we will go back to… at least not for a while. I want 
to assure you these decisions were not something we took lightly. They were reached from a place 
of prayer and precaution. They were also made in an attempt to walk in wisdom and the best interest 
of those we serve. Thank you in advance for your understanding. 

With all of this in mind the following updates for LifePoint are in effect from now through May 18. 

Sunday Morning Services 

Sunday services on May 3, May 10, and May 17 will remain online only. Please continue to join us for 
our online services on Facebook or YouTube each Sunday morning at 9:00 am or 10:45 am. Don’t 
forget to invite others to be a part as well. 

LifeGroups 

In-person LifeGroups will continue to be suspended until further notice. Please continue to 
participate with your group online. 

If you have yet to be connected to a LifeGroup you can sign up now online. 

Children’s & Youth Ministries 

All Children’s and Youth ministry will remain online for the time being. 

To stay up to date with LP Kids: 

§ LP Kids on Facebook 
§ LP Kids on Instagram 
§ Arise Kids on Facebook 
§ Arise Kids on Instagram 

To stay up to date with Elevate Youth: 

§ Elevate on Facebook 
§ Elevate on Instagram 
§ Student text notifications: Text “lpelevate” to 31996 
§ Parent text notifications: Text “elevateinfo” to 31996 

Future Plans 

As stated above, these guidelines are in place for the next three Sundays. On May 18, Governor 
Abbott will be giving additional information and anticipates rolling out the second phase of the 
process of reopening Texas. At that time, we anticipate being able to share an updated plan of action 
as it relates to LifePoint’s reopening. 

 



 
As you can imagine, the leadership here at LifePoint is walking in uncharted territory. We will 
continue to move forward with prayer and precaution. As we continue to put plans in place, we want 
to thank you for understanding that it is imperative that we remain flexible and that we simply do not 
have all the answers yet, as this is a very fluid situation. 

Will you pray for us? Will you continue to give us grace as we navigate an ever-changing reopening 
strategy? I realize that we probably won’t be able to do this to everybody’s liking, but please know, 
our heart is to serve you well. 

Please stay tuned for a more detailed strategy in the days ahead. We will continue to keep you 
updated weekly and more often, as necessary. As things develop and plans are further solidified, 
you will be the first to know. 

Stay In The Loop 

Like, follow, subscribe, and turn on notifications to our online pages to stay up-to-date and to 
connect with us online. 

§ Like our Facebook page 
§ Subscribe to our YouTube page 
§ Add our church Web site to your favorites 
§ Sign up for email updates 

For further questions, prayer, or if we can help you during this time, please feel free to contact us at 
info@lpchurch.tv. 

We love being your pastors, 
 

 

Cecil and Leah Whitton 


